SCHOOL DISTRICT OF CHETEK

CHETEK, WI  54728

Minutes of Regular Meeting                          Board of Education                      December 18, 2007

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call:  Atwood, Jennings, Jost, Peters, Reisner, Witthuhn and Springer.   Others present:  Bryan Yenter, Middle School Principal; Larry Zeman, High School Principal; Rachel Westberg, The Chetek Alert; Al Brown, Superintendent; Tammy Lenbom, Business Manager; Susan Davis, Lisa Erspamer, Barb Anderson, Bob Anderson, Mary Eckwright, Judy Antczak, Steve Antczak, Linda Zeman, Sandy Damroth, Mindy Kleusch Patchen, Douglas Huset, Kevin Masters, Kim Widiker, Earl Grover, Alyson Brenholt, Natasha Springer and Jill Koenitzer, Elementary Principal.
Motion by Witthuhn, seconded by Springer to adjourn into closed session.  On a roll call vote motion carried.

Motion by Atwood, seconded by Witthuhn to recess closed session.   Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Atwood, seconded by Witthuhn to approve the agenda and move the remaining closed session items to 9.G.  Motion carried unanimously.

Hearing of Visitors:
Lisa Erspamer spoke in support of the change on the graduation time.

Linkage:
Middle school students talked about their experiences and areas they enjoy.  One comment suggested was to have more time for learning community.  Another student addressed the concern for cutting 5th grade band and the impact it will have.  A survey was given to all middle school students where they had a chance to express their thoughts.  Overall, middle school students enjoy the extra time they have between classes.

Emily Masters and Spencer Nelson gave an overview of their high school careers and post high school plans.  They commented on the great preparation they are receiving from their classes and the welcomed opportunity to take an AP English class.
Recognition:
Carolyn Blumer and Bob Anderson were recognized for their life saving act and were presented with certificates of recommendation.  Sandy Damroth was also mentioned for the training she provides to the staff.

Communication:
Jill Koenitzer reported on initiatives with math that are taking place at Roselawn.  Bryan Yenter reported that the middle school resource time is being restructured to better meet the needs of the students.  The athletes are looking forward to the basketball season.  Larry Zeman explained to the board that many of the students are using their resource time very effectively as it has been restructured.  The staff are working diligently with the students to make sure they are successful.  Linda Zeman reported on the successes of the special education department as they continue to monitor the students’ progress.
Barb Reisner reported on the progress of the PTO and the direction they are headed to benefit the students.  Ken Jost reported on the letter to the editor regarding the report in US News and World Report.  He corrected the letter writer in some of the misconceptions stated.  Mr. Jost stated that with the foreseen changes to offer more AP changes, Chetek would qualify for the Silver award given in the U.S. News and World Report.  Al Brown commented on the Open Enrollment Committee and a report will be given to the Board at a future meeting.  Mr. Brown commented on a workshop he attended on the education of the millennium generation.

Motion by Jost, seconded by Jennings to recess for five minutes.  Motion carried.
Information & Action:

Kim Widiker presented on the Health and Safety Report for the students K-12.  Physical Education will begin assessing at the middle school as the elementary school does in using the Fitnessgram software to assess overall student health.  Amanda Ogren spoke on the 40 developmental assets provided by the Search Survey as well as the Youth Behaviors survey.  Both surveys provide the district with valuable information to draw conclusions on the external and internal assets held by the students.  Motion by Jost, seconded by Reisner that based upon the information provided, the Board finds the organization and the Superintendent are making reasonable progress toward achieving the desired results.  Motion carried unanimously.

A discussion was held on graduation time.  Motion by Jost, seconded by Peters that graduation time be moved to 7:30 p.m. on May 31 and this policy be revisited so graduation will never be set on a date that conflicts with a school sponsored event.  Motion carried on a roll call vote.  Springer and Atwood voted no.
Motion by Peters, seconded by Reisner that with regard to GP-9, Board Member Covenants and B/SR-4, Delegation to the Superintendent, the School District or Chetek Board of Education concludes through self-assessment its performance during the previous reporting period has been in compliance.  Motion carried unanimously.

The daycare plan was revisited.  Motion by Witthuhn, seconded by Peters that the Board authorize moving the daycare plan forward.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Springer to discontinue the discussion for a referendum.  Motion failed for a lack of a second.  Motion by Jost, seconded by Peters that the Board of Education, School District of Chetek proceed to develop a plan to hold a referendum on two questions to override revenue caps and the second to include capital improvements.   Motion by Jost, seconded by Reisner to delete “two or more questions” and leave the rest of the motion as is.  Motion carried.  Main motion carried with Natalie Springer voting no.
Closed session was reconvened.   Motion by Jost, seconded by Springer to go back into open session.  Motion carried.
Motion by Witthuhn, seconded by Peters to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda:
A.  Approve Minutes:

    1.  Minutes of Regular Meeting, November 26, 2007

    2.  Minutes of Special Meeting November 26, 2007

    3.  Committee of the Whole Minutes, December 3, 2007

    4.  Minutes of the Annual & Budget Hearing Meeting, September 24, 2007     

B.  Human Resource Approval:

 1.  Employment

     a.  Sandy Newell, Middle School Girls Basketball Coach

     b.  Brian Chuchwar, MS/Roselawn Wrestling Coach

     c.  David Swangim, MS/Roselawn Wrestling Coach   

 2.  Resignations

     a.  None 

 3.  2005-08 Teamster Contract                           

C.  Business Service Approval:

 1.  Claims and Accounts for December, 2007   $857,121.50 (All Funds)
D.  Executive Limitations

 1.  EL-5, Employee Compensation

 2.  El-12, Criterion-Based Academic Program

 3.  EL-14, District Calendar

E.  Instruction

    1.  Work-based Learning Program

Motion by Peters, seconded by Springer to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m.
                                                                                                            Natalie Springer, Clerk

The claims and accounts for the School District of Chetek can be viewed in the District office. If you wish to review these documents, please call 924-2226 ext. 2007.

